The CEL office has been quite active the last few months.  Since our last newsletter, we have seen the start of many new programs within CEL.  

The first Minority and Women Emerging Entrepreneur Program kicked off in January on the 21st with an orientation breakfast.  This program, created in conjunction with the UB Office of Urban Studies and funded by Citibank, received over 40 applications.  Our twelve (12) protégés are well on their way to success with the help of their mentoring team.  Our thanks to the many CEL graduates who volunteered their time as mentors to make this program an instant success!

The 2004 Business Breakfast Sessions are running once again with the first program presented on January 28th by attorneys from Jaeckel Fleischmann & Mugel.  We had great attendance in spite of the blizzard that day.  Visit the website or call the CEL office for a brochure for the remaining 11 topics.  Reminder – CEL paid alumni members and their associates receive a 30% discount on all the sessions.

The CEL office and its advisory board is finalizing the plans for the inaugural Advanced CEL Program.  Thanks to all of you who sent in your surveys – it certainly helps with the development of the program.  It appears that the first class will be scheduled to start in January 2005.  Watch for details on applying to the program within the next few months!

The CEL office in conjunction with the Center for Executive Education recently hosted 12 female entrepreneurs from Ireland, part of the Atlantic Corridor project.  It was very interesting to learn about their challenges and opportunities – ironically, very similar to those of us in the US.  Thank you to Kathy O’Donnell, Cindy Walawander and Shelley Hirschberg for assisting with this event.  

The 4th annual Panasci Competition will be taking place on March 3rd with 40 business plans submitted this year.  Five (5) teams have been chosen by our distinguished panel of judges and will compete for the top prize of $25,000.  The first place team is also given the opportunity to move onto the Southwest Competition at Rice University in Houston, Texas.  Look for your invitation to attend the finals on March 3rd.

A new student competition has been developed in conjunction with STOR entitled TEC Student Award.  This competition will focus on technology and life science industries.  The premise of this competition is that technology students will collaborate with business school students to create teams and present their business plans.  A generous endowment from an unnamed entrepreneur has made this 2nd competition possible. We have also received generous support from many of our alumni and current students of the following:  

One (1) year’s worth of office space (donated by North Forest Development), one (1) year of legal business services (donated by Jaeckle Fleischmann Mugel),  one (1) year of sales/marketing training (donated by Hahn and Associates), one (1) year of accounting services (donated by Fiddler and Company) and one (1) year of advertising services (donated by Flynn & Friends), making the value of this prize in excess of $50,000.  

Recruitment is going strong with many  new initiatives in place to ‘spread the word’.  Our monthly open houses to promote the Core program has helped to increase the number of applications received to date.  Along with these morning information sessions, we will be hosting our annual open house reception on May 5th.  Please encourage any prospects to attend any of these upcoming events.

As always, the CEL office would like to thank the alumni for it’s continued support of all our programs and our mission.  The time and dedication that all of you give back to the CEL is so greatly appreciated.  We couldn’t accomplish all we do without your support!

